
Program overview

Almost 19% of youth in child welfare identify as LGBTQ, including 13% as Lesbian, Gay or 
Bisexual and 5.6% as Transgender (1,2)

11.1% = Gender Non-Binary (Gender Non-Conforming) 
3-8% of youth in US population identify as LGBTQ (3)
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In order to provide greater stability, permanency, well-being Cuyahoga County is working on: 

• Safe and Confidential Identification

• Affirming Placements - Pride Caregiver Network

• Chosen Affirming Family
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Children and youth with diverse SOGIE (Sexual Orientation, 
Gender Identity, and Gender Expression) have been found to be 
at greater risk for physical and emotional abuse, drug
use, suicide attempts, mental health concerns, homelessness, 
interpersonal and/or community violence, bullying, harassment, 
academic challenges, increased school sanctions, and various 
forms of discrimination than their heterosexual peers.

Once in the child welfare system they are far less likely to 
reunify, more likely to be in congregate care, more likely to age 
out without a support system which then makes them again 
more likely to become homeless, come into contact with the 
justice system, and be trafficked, among other poor outcomes.

Permanency - Stability -  Well Being


